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standing these precautions, a cough to which he was
subject generally betrayed his retreat, and divulged the
secret to the world."
Respectful Austrian historians, who describe Maria
Theresa's and Francis's union as an ideal and consistently
happy marriage, try to gloss over his attachment to
the Princess Auersperg. There is no question, however,
but that Maria Theresa was never really happy in her
marriage after this liaison began. Francis was con-
sistently considerate of his wife, he never neglected her,
several of their children were born after he met Princess
Auersperg, but he was often away from home. He
bought the Princess a country home near his hunting
lodge at Laxenburg, and Maria Theresa was frequently
enraged when her husband left Vienna for days at a
time. On one occasion, when Francis had just returned
from a visit to the royal hunting lodge, he wanted for
some reason to return to Laxenburg almost at once.
Maria Theresa absolutely refused to allow it. According
to Khevenhiiller, who reports this little scene, she angrily
reminded Francis that she " rarely refused his requests "
to go to Laxenburg, and that she was " usually too
obliging " when he asked her whether he might go.
After such an outburst of anger, Maria Theresa was
miserably ashamed of her lack of self-control. Then,
for weeks at a time, hoping to hide her unhappiness,
her wounded pride from her Court, she would pretend
that the Princess Auersperg was merely a friend of the
family. The Princess would be asked frequently to dine
with the Imperial family, and Maria Theresa calmly
wrote to one or the other of her absent children that
" Francis sat between her daughter Elisabeth and
Princess Auersperg at the table."
The friction between Maria Theresa and Francis

